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Gaza Strip  1,066,707,  813,570 





Saudi Arabia  291,778  291,778 
Kuwait  40,031  36,499 
Other Gulf  112,116  112,116 




The Americas  216,196  183,767 
Other Countries  275,303  234,008 




















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































will  attempt  to  chronicle  the  geographical,  cultural,  economic  and  spiritual  trends 
amongst  Palestinians  by  studying  their  use  of  language  and  how  their  Palestinian‐
Levantine dialect is valued and used in the Palestinian Diaspora.  This dialect is central to 






I will  be  asking  you  questions  that  seek  knowledge  about  the  characteristics  of  the 
Palestinian Diaspora and where the Palestinian‐Levantine dialect of Arabic is spoken and 
by  whom.  I  will  also  inquire  about  your  values  towards  your  language  and  the 













































and  fifteen)  with  questions  shaped  to  elicit  both  information  and  opinion  from  the  respondents. 
Conducting  interviews  is one of  the  key qualitative  research methods with which we  gain  the direct 


































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Samir Bitar's Research | Questionnaire
M.I.S. Research — Samir Bitar
Palestinian-Levantine Dialect Diaspora:
Exploring its Role in Maintaining Cultural Heritage & Identity
Dear Participant,
I would like to invite you to contribute by participating in a research project which I am 
conducting on the role of the Levantine Arabic of the Palestinian Diaspora.
A major objective of this study is to tell the story of the Palestinian people. This study will attempt to chronicle the 
geographical, cultural, economic and spiritual trends amongst Palestinians by studying their use of language and how their 
Palestinian-Levantine dialect is valued and used in the Palestinian Diaspora.  This dialect is central to the cultural heritage 
and identity of Palestinian people and their history and society.  This study uses the lens of language to examine the vast 
and complex dimensions of the Palestinian issue.
I will be asking you questions that seek knowledge about the characteristics of the Palestinian Diaspora and where the 
Palestinian-Levantine dialect of Arabic is spoken and by whom. I will also inquire about your values towards your language 
and the mechanisms through which the dialect has been and is being used (e.g., media and entertainment, family life, 
literature, music, art, etc.)
Samir Bitar, Researcher 
Arabic Language and Culture Lecturer 
Read More Here ...
 
Your assistance with this study may help enhance the survival of your Levantine dialect.
Please understand that your participation in this study is voluntary and you have the right to withdraw your consent. You 
also may refuse to answer any questions. You have the right to withdraw participation at any time.
Your privacy will be maintained at all times and in all published and written data resulting from this study. Your identity will 
be kept confidential, and if the results of this study are written in an academic journal or presented at an Academic 
conference, your name will not be used.
I am solely responsible for this project and will gladly answer any questions you have about it. 
Thank you for participating in this study. I sincerely hope that the findings of this study will be helpful in guiding the 
instrumental use of language to mesh the Palestinian society back together. I can be reached at:
Samir I. Bitar 
Arabic Language and Culture Lecturer 
Liberal Arts Building 
Modern & Classical Languages & Literatures 
University of Montana 
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 I understand the above and wish to participate in this research project. 
Name  E-Mail  
Questionnaire 
01. What is your citizenship?  
02. Where were you born?  
03. Where do you currently live?  
04. How long have you lived in this place, and what is your line of work? 
 
05. What dialect(s) of Arabic do you speak?
a. Palestinian  
b. Fus-ha ••••••••••••  
c. Other Specify 
06. In what situation(s) do you use Fus-ha •••••••••••• - please elaborate? 
 
07. In what situation(s) do you speak your Palestinian dialect?
a. At home  
b. At school  
c. At work  
d. At family gatherings  
e. At social gatherings  
f. Other Specify 
08. Do you love your dialect? 
 Yes — Why?  
 No — Why Not?  
09. In what ways do you value your Palestinian-Levantine dialect? 
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10. On a scale of 1 to 5, where 1 is "low" and 5 is "high," how would you rate how you feel about the Palestinian dialect as 
an affirmation of identity?  
11. On a scale from 1 to 5, where 1 is "low" and 5 is "high," how would you rate the importance of the Palestinian dialect in 
maintaining cultrural heritage?  
12. How many of your immediate family members live in another country?  
13. How many nationalities do the members of your extended family hold collectively?  
14. Do you attempt to transfer/impart your dialect to the younger generation? 




 No — Why Not?  
15. Do you meet other Palestinians and talk to them? 
 Yes — Where? 
 No
16. Please rank the following media by assigning each a digit from 1 to 5 (1 being the most important) based on their order 
of importance in affecting your retention of your dialect of Arabic?
1 2 3 4 5
a. TV  
b. Radio  
c. Movies
d. Music  
e. Art      
17. Which of the following Palestinian media do you access? 
a. TV  
b. Radio  
c. Movies  
d. Music  
e. Art  
f. Other  Specify  
18. In your community, what dialect does an adult speaker of Arabic use when speaking to an Arab child? 
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19. How do you maintain your dialect? And, what factors make it difficult to do so? 
 
  
••••••••••• ••••• ••••• ••••••••••• •••••••
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